
	 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The	purpose	of	this	publication	is	to	spread	
the	truth,	to	sow	God’s	good	seed,	the	
Word	of	God,	and	to	confront	religious	

error	for	the	good	of	men’s	souls.	
Edited	by	Allen	Dvorak	

	

Schedule	of	Services:	
Sunday	–	

9:00am	 	 Bible	Study		
10:00am	 	 Worship	
5:00pm	 	 Worship	

Wednesday	–	
7:00pm	 	 Bible	Study	

	

Published	weekly	by	a	group	of	God’s	people	in	
the	Monrovia	community	and	meeting	at:	

461	Kelly	Spring	Road	
Harvest,	AL		35749	

	Telephone:	256-325-8585	
	

For	additional	information	about	us,	visit	our	
website	

http://spreadingtruth.org	
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On	our	recent	visit	to	Alaska,	Bev	and	I	
heard	a	lot	of	people	talk	about	
"mushing,"	or	traveling	by	dogsled.	Most	
of	us	have	heard	of	the	Iditarod,"	a	1000	
mile	dogsled	race	across	Alaska.	We	had	
occasion	to	pass	the	home	of	Susan	
Butcher,	who	won	the	race	four	times,	
then	passed	away	in	2006	from	leukemia.	
Her	husband	and	daughters	still	raise	and	
train	sled	dogs.	As	we	sat	on	a	large	stern	
wheeler	in	the	middle	of	a	river,	her	
husband	stood	in	the	yard	of	their	house	
and	talked	about	their	dogs.	I	found	the	
description	of	the	dog	team	to	be	most	
interesting	and	it	reminded	me	of	the	
church	(in	a	good	way,	not	that	we	have	a	
bunch	of	dogs	in	the	church!)	

First,	the	dogs	work	as	a	team,	with	each	
having	a	specific	function	and	each	must	
fulfill	that	function	if	the	team	is	to	be	
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successful.	Failure	to	follow	commands,	
or	sluggishness	in	any	one	dog	makes	
the	whole	suffer.	And	so	it	is	in	the	
church.	Any	member	who	fails	to	fulfill	
his	responsibility	to	the	fullest	will	have	
an	adverse	effect	on	the	entire	
congregation	(Eph.	4:16).	

The	first	dogs	in	the	team	are,	not	
unexpectedly,	called	lead	dogs.	They	
steer	the	rest	of	the	team	and	set	the	
pace.	Qualities	for	a	good	lead	dog	are	
intelligence,	initiative,	common	sense,	
and	the	ability	to	find	a	trail	in	bad	
conditions.	Sled	dogs	are	not	driven	
with	reins,	but	by	spoken	commands,	so	
the	leader	of	the	team	must	understand	
all	that	is	said	to	him	and	guide	the	
others	accordingly.	Could	we	not	find	
some	comparison	with	the	elders	here?	
It	is	their	duty	to	guide	the	church	in	the	

“The key is not to prioritize what’s on your schedule, but 
to schedule your priorities.” 

-- Stephen Covey 

 “It’s not what you look at that matters, it’s what you 
see.” 

-- Henry David Thoreau 

Notable	Quotables	

SOWER 

THE 

	

Answer to Bible Challenge Question 
32,000 men answered Gideon’s call to 

fight against the Midianites, Amalekites 
and people of the East (Judges 6:33; 7:1-
2). 22,000 of these men were sent home 

because they were fearful. The 
remaining 10,000 were trimmed to 300 
by taking the ones who lapped water at 

the spring of Harod rather than the ones 
who knelt down to drink (Judges 7:3-7). 
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Susan	Butcher's	husband	demonstrated	how	the	dog	
team	works.	Since	there	was	no	snow,	he	hitched	
them	to	a	four-wheeler.	I	observed	that,	as	each	dog	
was	hitched	into	his	place	in	the	"gangline"	as	it	is	
called,	he	immediately	began	to	jump	and	bark	and	
kick	up	dirt	and	pull	on	the	lines.	He	was	simply	
eager	and	ready	to	do	that	for	which	he	had	been	
bred	and	trained	-	pull	whatever	was	behind	him	as	
fast	as	he	could.	In	fact,	the	four-wheeler	had	to	be	
tied	to	a	post	to	keep	the	team	from	taking	off	
before	all	were	hitched	up.	Can	we	as	members	of	
the	local	church	find	a	lesson	here?	Are	we	that	
eager	to	"get	in	the	harness"	and	go	to	work?	I	also	
found	it	amusing	when	he	told	of	the	various	
commands	he	gives	the	dogs	as	they	are	pulling	the	
sled.	He	commented,	"They	readily	obey	all	the	
commands	except	one,	and	that	is	'Whoa!".	Would	
that	we	had	more	church	members	with	that	kind	of	
enthusiasm!	

Co1.	3:23	-		Whatever	you	do,	work	heartily,	as	for	the	
Lord	and	not	for	men.		

2Cor	9:8	And	God	is	able	to	make	all	grace	abound	to	you,	
so	that	having	all	sufficiency	in	all	things	at	all	times,	you	
may	abound	in	every	good	work	

Reprinted from The Small Still Voice (bulletin of the West 
Groves congregation in Groves, Texas) 
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proper	direction,	based	upon	the	spoken	
Word	(Heb.	13:7,	17).	Of	course,	the	lead	
dogs	take	their	commands	from	the	
musher,	the	human	on	the	back	of	the	
sled.	And	so,	the	elders,	in	doing	their	
assigned	tasks,	take	their	direction	from	
the	head,	Jesus	Christ.	

	 Swing	dogs	are	directly	behind	the	
lead	dogs.	These	dogs	know	enough	to	
follow	the	lead	dogs,	and	not	go	out	on	
their	own.	They	have	the	strength	and	
fortitude	to	help	direct	the	team	and	to	
pull	the	team	around	curves	in	the	trail.	
Do	we	not	usually	have	those	in	a	
congregation	who	step	out	and	do	more?	
This	is	especially	true	in	congregations	
where	there	are	no	elders.	Or,	they	assist	
the	elders,	however	they	can,	to	edify	
and	build	up	the	congregation	and	to	
provide	strength	to	help	others	follow	
the	direction	of	the	elders.	Gaius	and	pre-
Paul	Barnabas	come	to	mind	here.		

Team	dogs	are	those	behind	the	swing	
dogs.	A	musher	is	not	ready	to	travel	
unless	he	has	a	sufficient	number	of	team	
dogs.	They	add	power	to	the	team,	to	
enable	it	to	pull	the	sled.		Every	
congregation	needs	team	dogs.	I	suppose	
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most	of	us	would	fit	into	this	category	(1	
Cor.	15:58).	Without	the	power	of	the	
majority	and	their	willingness	to	follow	
the	right	way,	the	church	is	in	trouble	and	
is	going	nowhere.	When	they	do	their	job	
well,	and	follow	the	lead	dogs,	the	team	
and	sled	move	along	smoothly	in	the	
desired	direction.	But	one	disobedient	or	
rebellious	team	dog,	as	with	one	church	
member,	can	impede	the	progress	and	
direction	of	the	whole	team.		

Wheel	dogs	are	those	nearest	the	sled.	
They	must	have	a	relatively	calm	
temperament	so	as	not	to	be	startled	by	
the	sled	moving	just	behind	them.	
Strength,	steadiness,	and	ability	to	help	
guide	the	sled	around	tight	curves	and	
obstacles	along	the	trail,	are	qualities	
valued	in	“wheelers.”		Now,	unlike	the	
dog	team,	no	one	“brings	up	the	rear”	in	
a	local	congregation,	unless	it	is	by	their	
choice!	But	the	congregation	certainly	
needs	those	who	can	remain	calm	and	
steady,	and	continue	to	follow	the	lead	of	
godly	elders,	even	when	something	
unsettling	looms	near	them.	In	reality,	
these	are	qualities	every	member	should	
strive	to	possess	(Eph.	6:11).	

	
What was the name of the spring where Gideon’s army was trimmed down 

to a mere 300 men? 
 

The	answer	to	this	question	is	on	the	back	page.	
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Bible Challenge Question 
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Text:		 	 	 	 	 	

In	the	text,	Jesus	appeared	to	His	disciples	for	the														time.	

																																																		The	big	catch	of	fish	was	similar	to	what	
happened	on	an	earlier	occasion	as	
recorded	in																																						.	

																																																			Jesus	asked	Peter	this	question:		

“																																																										?”	

Peter’s	boast:	“I	will	never																			.“	

Peter	was	grieved	because:																																																																								.	

Jesus	predicted	this	about	Peter:																																																												.	

Peter’s	curiosity	prompted	him	to	ask	about	the	future	of																	.		

What	brethren	were	saying	about	the	disciple	whom	Jesus							
loved:																																																																																																															.	

What	the	Lord	told	Peter	to	do:																																																					.																								

	

Sermon	Notes	

Follow Me 
By	Allen	Dvorak	

Whoever	does	not																his	own																	and	come	after	me	
cannot	be	my																										.		

--	Luke	14:									;	ESV		
	


